
10 REASONS WHY 
NATURAL GAS  

IS THE ANSWER
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A SAFE, SUSTAINABLE 
AND ECONOMICAL 
FUEL FOR OUR FUTURE

Diesel has been fuelling the road transport industry for 
decades, but now there’s an alternative fuel and a new 
generation of vehicles on the market offering operators 
a chance to reduce their costs, improve their sustainability 
and enjoy a genuine edge over the competition.

At IVECO, we’ve been pioneering natural gas technology 
– what we call Natural Power – for the last two decades. 
And during this time we’ve delivered more than 25,000 gas-
powered vehicles into fleets across Europe – including most 
recently to a growing number of high-profile UK operators.

What makes Natural Power the perfect replacement 
for diesel is that it’s a safe and proven technology and 
available now, on IVECO vehicles from 3.5 to 44 tonnes. 
The refuelling infrastructure is also growing by the day and 
there’s a multitude of gas suppliers ready to support you 
with custom refuelling solutions and open access sites.

Sound too good to be true? On the following pages you’ll 
read 10 top reasons why your next vehicle should be 
running on gas.

We’ve delivered more than 
25,000 gas-powered vehicles 

into fleets across Europe.
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1.   IMPROVE YOUR CARBON 
FOOTPRINT

Whether you opt for compressed natural gas (CNG) or liquefied 
natural gas (LNG), switching to Natural Power over fossil fuels is 
a win-win for both you and the environment. You will also make 
an instant reduction in your carbon footprint – something buyers 
are increasingly taking into account when awarding contracts to 
logistics firms.

If your vehicle is typically handling long-distance motorway work 
then your CO2 saving is going to be around 15 per cent,  
10 per cent for regional missions or around 5 per cent on urban 
distribution, versus an equivalent Euro-6 diesel truck.

Switch to a biomethane fuel, and those CO2 reductions are going 
to jump to as much as 85 – 95 per cent depending on your mission.

If you are running on CNG, sourcing compressed biomethane is 
currently easy – and if you need liquid biomethane for an LNG-
powered truck, there’s soon going to be a lot more available in 
the market. Farmers around the country with anaerobic digesters 
all have the potential to be producing liquid biomethane and we 
expect a lot of them to start turning their attention to producing 
this clean fuel in the very near future.

If the demand is there, major gas suppliers like Air Liquide, BOC, 
Calor, Gasrec, Molgas and Shell are also likely to start making it 
available to their customers.

Switch to a biomethane fuel, 
and those CO2 reductions 

are going to jump to as 
much as 85 – 95 per cent 
depending on your mission.

2.   REDUCE YOUR NOx  
AND PARTICULATE  
MASS EMISSIONS

Detailed testing of diesel verses Natural Power technology 
has shown the current generation of gas engines cut NOx 
emissions by around half.

The move from Euro-5 to Euro-6 diesel engines had already made 
a dramatic improvement in NOx emissions, but with Natural 
Power, we’ve successfully turned something small into something 
a lot smaller still.

Plus, with the Stralis NP, particulate mass emissions are  
99 per cent lower than with a Euro-6 diesel vehicle – delivering 
another significant environmental saving. 

4.  SAVE £££ AT THE PUMPS
Switching to Natural Power should cut your fuel bills by around a 
third, depending on the fuel you are running and the type of work 
you carry out. For some operators, that saving could even be as 
high as 40 per cent.

To put that into perspective, add up all the fuel saving technologies you 
have introduced in recent years – such as the latest trailer aerodynamics, 
low rolling resistance tyres, synthetic oils, advanced driver training etc – 
and nothing is likely to get close to equalling this level of savings. 

Fleets putting in their own gas refuelling station can even choose 
to make their site accessible to other users, which will allow them 
to earn money on every customer filling up at their site. And the 
more gas you are pumping, the more competitive the price you’ll 
be able to buy gas in the first place, making open-access sites even 
more attractive.

5.   LOW TOTAL COST OF 
OWNERSHIP (TCO)

Yes, the cost of the vehicle is going to be higher than buying diesel 
– particularly until Natural Power takes over as the dominant fuel of 
choice in our industry. Maintenance is also around 25 per cent higher, 
yet fleets can easily expect to see TCO reductions of around 
10 per cent. What’s more, for operators covering more than 
200,000km per year, TCO savings could be as high as 20 per cent.

The differential between the main rate of fuel duty and the rate 
for road fuel gases is due to be maintained at current levels until 
March 2024, and the industry is putting pressure on government 
to extend this by a further five to 10 years to support fleets 
making the transfer to Natural Power – watch this space for an 
update on this imminently.

For some operators, that fuel 
saving could even be as high 

as 40 per cent.

6.   EASY MAINTENANCE AND 
EXPERT TRAINING

Every IVECO heavy truck dealership in the UK and across Europe 
has technicians trained to work on Natural Power vehicles, so 
getting access to expert repair and maintenance – including spare 
parts – will be no different than with a diesel IVECO vehicle.

If you prefer to maintain your own fleet, the IVECO training 
school in Basildon offers courses for in-house workshop staff to 
attend, training alongside our very own dealer technicians. 

And the feedback from those fleets already doing their own 
maintenance on our Natural Power vehicles is very positive – 
with no issues encountered, and their staff reportedly enjoying the 
challenge of learning new skills.

3.  IT’S OH SO QUIET!
In recent years there’s been a huge move to reduce the noise 
trucks make, particularly to improve quality of life for those living 
in urban areas where night-time deliveries make the most sense 
for an efficient logistics operation.

With the Stralis NP, we’ve almost halved its external noise. 
A diesel-powered Stralis XP operates at around 75dB, versus a 
Stralis NP at around 72dB. That might not sound a huge difference, 
but due to the logarithmic decibel scale used for measuring sound, 
it’s very noticeable.

What’s more, you can specify a special night-time noise reduction 
switch on the Stralis NP which reduces sound emissions even 
more – giving operators on urban work the ability to cut noise 
to 71dB when it really matters and ensure PIEK compliance.

That’s not just great for urban communities, but it makes for a 
more enjoyable driving experience too.

7. IMPROVED BRAND IMAGE
In a world where brand image has never been so important, 
your marketing department won’t need any convincing that 
Natural Power is the way forward. 

The corporate sustainability agenda is critical to big business, 
and you only need to look at the early-adopters of gas 
technology to see which companies view it as essential 
to be seen to be doing the right thing and reducing their 
carbon footprint.

But with Natural Power, those benefits are available to 
everyone, and immediately. You don’t need a fleet of 
hundreds of trucks to make the argument for Natural 
Power financially viable. Take companies like Gilmour 
Brothers Transport in Lesmahagow and H Parkinson Haulage 
in Preston as the perfect example of smaller businesses 
leading the way by becoming early adopters with Natural 
Power fleets, and delivering great results on the back of it.
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8.  SAFE FUELS TO USE
Any fuel used in a commercial vehicle can be dangerous if not 
handled correctly, as fuels contain energy, which is released when 
the fuel is ignited. Diesel is a potentially dangerous fuel, but by 
understanding how to handle it, we have learned to use it safely. 
The same is true of CNG and LNG.

In fact, natural gas has many safety advantages versus 
diesel: it is non-toxic, non-corrosive, and has no potential for 
ground or water contamination in the event of a spillage. Natural 
gas has few associated health risks and its range of flammability and 
combustion is also narrower, making it safer than diesel and some 
of the safest fuels on the market today. 

For example, CNG only ignites when at a much higher temperature 
than liquid fuels. In case of a leak, the risks of fire are therefore 
distinctly lower than traditional alternatives. CNG is also lighter than 
air, and if there is a leak, the gas simply dissipates into the air.

CNG and LNG are both stored under high pressure in hardened 
steel tanks that offer better resistance to collisions than normal 
diesel tanks. We’ve worked hard to design our natural gas tanks to 
be extremely safe – and able to withstand direct impacts, vehicle 
rollovers and even fires – to ensure maximum safety for the driver 
and other road users.

10.   FUELLING THE CIRCULAR 
ECONOMY

The growth of biomethane as a fuel for transport can only benefit the 
UK economy, reducing both our dependence on imported fossil fuels 
from often volatile areas of the world and the potential for fuel prices to 
change dramatically because of global politics.

Instead, fleets running on biomethane stand to benefit, by powering their 
vehicles on a fuel produced domestically by the waste we otherwise 
throw away.

Already, one of our customers in the North East, Warren Group, is 
running a Eurocargo NP on the biomethane it produces through its 
own food waste collection business, making their logistics operation self-
sufficient when it comes to refuelling. And whilst not every customer will 
have access to its own fuel source – there’s enough biomethane available 
in the UK to power tens of thousands more commercial vehicles.

9.   COMPETITIVE 
ADVANTAGE

We have absolutely no doubt that Natural Power will 
replace diesel as the fuel of the choice for the road 
transport industry, but it’s the fleets which make 
the move first which stand the most to gain.

Many of the customers already running Stralis NPs 
are actively winning conquest business because 
they can play the environmental card – and their 
customers (and their competitor’s customers too) 
want to be associated with a transport company 
doing the right thing in terms of sustainability.

When everyone’s moved over to Natural Power 
that competitive advantage will be gone – but 
for now, there’s a great opportunity to be had by 
becoming an early adopter.

Natural gas is less  
combustible than most other 
fuels and has few associated 

health risks.

There’s enough 
biomethane 

available in the 
UK to power tens 

of thousands 
more commercial 

vehicles.
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